H.   G.   WELLS
Tono-Bungay

H. G. WELLS (born 1866) was, to begin with, a science-student
and teacher, but his books have raised him to be one of the
foremost figures in English literature. His earliest novels
were scientific romances, such as The Invisible Man (1897)
and The Food of the Gods (1904).

From this stage his work developed into the domestic type
of novel, with a strong social interest, examples being Kipps
(1905) and The History of Mr Polly (1910), This stage reached
its culmination in the long and powerful story, Tono-Bungay
(1909), from which an extract is here given,

Tono-Bungay, one of the greatest novels of its time, is
really a satire upon modern commercial methods. It deals
with the life and adventures of a commercial fortune-hunter,
who, by means of a quack medicine called Tono-Bungay,
mounts to the summits of financial success, only in the
end to be hurled into ruin. The story is told by his nephew,
George Ponderevo, who, at the beginning of the book, is a
science-student, and who becomes his uncle's chief assistant
and colleague.

The given extract is an episode that occurs late in the
book. Already, after a meteoric period of success, the vast
commercial schemes of the Ponderevo firm are beginning to
totter. In an effort to redeem their fortunes, George sets out
for Africa to purloin a shipload of a valuable substance
called' quap/
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